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FIRST WAVE OF 
REAL TSUNAMI

WE LEFT NO STONE UNTURNED TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE FOR THE NATION 

SECOND WAVE OF 
MAN MADE TSUNAMI

‘Aid’

Cultural intrusion

Compulsory counselling

Multiple Needs 
assessments
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Disasters
Destruction
Death
Disease 
Displacement
Disappearance 
Disarray

Psychological impact

&

Ethics 

Sumathipala et al  Asian Bioethics Review 2010; 2-2: 224-242
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SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS

S W O T analysis

Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats
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FIELD VISITS  28TH TO 
31ST DEC

Southern Province
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People were coping, we only had to support them
Learning from people – resilience   

30th December in the South
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Sri Lanka becoming a dumping 
yard under the disguise of  
humanitarian assistance

FACTS NOT FICTION 

By courtesy of  Professor R.L Jayakody, 
Department of  Pharmacology, University of  
Colombo

When ‘relief’ comes from a different culture 
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Based on our proactive proposal, we were invited to lead the 
psychosocial desk at the Centre for National Operations 
(CNO).

PROPOSAL TO THE CNO
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TSUNAMI AS A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY FOR POLICY IMPACT 
AND SUSTAINABLE CAPACITY BUILDING

OUR STARTEGIC APPROACH

• for culturally sensitive locally appropriate strategies to 
deal with the situation

• a multi disciplinary, primary care public health 
approach 
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A few selected areas of  work to show how 
we converted philosophy in to action…. 
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WORK RELATED TO MEDIA
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The Island, 6th January

For wider dissemination of  information

Positive use of  electronic and printed media

Hundreds of  media briefings, TV and radio discussions, debates, 
newspapers articles ………..
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The 
Daily 
News  
05.02.
2005

Daily 
News

23.03.
2005
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WORK RELATED TO CHILDREN AND EDUCATION SECTOR
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CAMPAIGN:    CHILDREN FIRST
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Not forgetting children's needs
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Helping children to express their emotions
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A FULL PAGE IN A LEADING NATIONAL NEWS PAPER
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Daily News 05.03.2005
Daily News    22.02.2005

Daily news March 2005

Daily news 01.03.2005
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EDUCATION DEPT PROGRAMME

Resuming 
education 
activities 

even within 
the camps

Back to school with dignity
Early reopening of schools

Professor Athula Sumathipala Slide 23 of 45












WORK RELATED TO DEAD BODIES AND FORENSIC WORK 

Identifying  dead bodies and human right   

Mass burial 

Unidentified corpses 

Dignified burial 
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Identification of the dead and 
missing, a basic human right 
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DISASTERS AND ETHICS 
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Tsunami was a fertile ground for 
exploitation for easy and cheap research 

Japanese group 
collecting blood 
for a proteomic 
study on 
biological 
markers of stress 
without any 
ethical approval 
in Sri Lanka.

“Parachute Research” 
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London Nov 2005 Royal College of Psychiatrist Trans-cultural 
psychiatry group

Mumbai Nov 2005 - Indian conference organised by the Indian Journal 
of Medical Ethics 

Chennai Feb 2006 - International workshop in ethics organised by the 
Indian Council of Medical Research Council

Karachi Feb 2006 - Global Forum in Bioethics

Regional and international campaign on 
disaster related research ethics

Professor Athula Sumathipala Slide 34 of 45



Organized by 

Funded by the Wellcome Trust
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Aasim Ahmed – Chair 
Person Bioethics group, 
Aga Khan University, 
Karachi Pakistan

Leonardo de Castro, 
University of Philippines,

Aamir Jafarey – Centre for 
Biomedical Ethics and Culture, 
Sindhu Institute of Urology, 
Karachi, Pakistan

Darryl Mercer – UNESCO –
Bangkok 

Nandini Kumar – Deputy 
Director General, Indian 
Council of Medical Research

Sarah Edirisingha, Director Health 
Emergency Disaster Management 
Training Center, University of 
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Working Group on Disaster Research and Ethics (WGDRE) 2007
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Sisira Siribaddana- Institute of 
Research and Development, 
Sri Lanka

Sriyakanthi Beneragama, 
Epidemiologist, Sri Lanka

Chandrani Jayasekera
National Institute of Health,      
Sri LankaSelman Sutaryo Indonesian 

Network of Bioethics

Sandya Srinivasan- Indian 
Journal of Bioethics

Dananjaya Waidyaratne, 
Judicial Medical Officer, 
Sri Lanka
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Drafting and consensus generation meeting

Ethical issues in disaster related research – A developing world perspective 

15th and 16th January 2007
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Disaster bioethics symposium, Brochure Foundation. 
Geneva (2011).
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Remember you are a ‘guest’ in the country and there to 
help local people to help themselves, not to create 
dependency.

Humanitarian disasters are confusing and team work is vital; 
leadership means leading by example, and praise and interest are 
key. 
Some colleagues may have personalities that make them difficult 
to get on with  
It is natural to feel ‘down’ at times, and support may be drawn 
from religious faith, belief in mission, communication with family 
and friends, home comforts, and letters.

Prof Ian Palmer      BMJ 2005 16th July

Treat all with dignity, especially dead, who may have died without 
it. Aim to foster cooperation and the restoration of motivation self 
belief, and self sufficiency.
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